The Amsterdam shelter synagogue and family Neuwirth

On the webpage about The Amsterdam shelter synagogue during German the occupation | wrote
that “One of the attendees was rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth, the author of the famous and very
important book NnN>7n> Naw N, first published in 1965.” This was based on the “common
knowledge” with us, the second generation in Amsterdam.

| had been pointed to the introduction rabbi Neuwirth wrote to the third edition of Nnaw n'nw
NN27nD, published in 2010. On pages 33-39 he describes the war period in Amsterdam in great
detail.

On page 36 rabbi Neuwirth writes

“,..01NN NRX7 NNWONX K77 N T2 1IRWI DAY WITWD 9w noipn ...

... for about three years we stayed in the apartment without the possibility of leaving it...
And on page 38 he writes

“..1"In K77 NDINXR N9IPN NN L. LN DYR7 T WA DPTIN'D 7Y v T R

...we didn't know about the Jews in the city to hold a minyan, ... after a long period without a
minyan...

Rabbi Neuwirth's introduction thus doesn’t match our “common knowledge” at all. | was tempted to
correct the webpage, but decided to leave it the way it is, and add this note. | found undisputable
evidence that family Neuwirth knew about Jews in Amsterdam during the war, were involved in
Jewish life and from time to time attended the “shelter synagogue”. Whether the rabbi himself
attended the minyan or only his father and brothers, could not be determined.

In view of all the evidence which | will present below, | tried to contact the family for a possible
explanation. Unfortunately | didn’t get a response. The question of why rabbi Neuwirth didn’t
mention any of this is his memories will therefore remain a mystery for now.

Sister Yocheved Gold
The book D1In WX is the story of Yocheved Gold, a sister of rabbi Neuwirth. On page 279 she
writes
"IN OV NAY N'2] DXIANNA 'RYUN AWl ol IXY' ,1944 71101k ,n"wn My 7w D21 Xwwina...
...1'017 0TIN INI70 7Y 1M1 YN0 XY N7'9N] QNNWUNYT ' T
17 Ninw NX DWN I'YD D'IMNNA .NTYEWAINN 0700 NIX 1N ¥ ,0'NDIN TNX ,70' [I0IX
.NYUN - V12' M1 L oI* XIN K70 ,0712' YA DIYY DAL N?'ONA D'ONNWNN
... On Hoshana Rabbah of 5705, October 1944, Josef and Moshe secretly came out of hiding in the
house where they lived with my parents to participate in the Service that was secretly organized at
the home of Salomon Mendes Coutinho. Anton Witsel, one of those present, remembered the moving
ceremony and drew it. At the bottom of the drawing he wrote the names of the 17 participants in the
prayer, including: J. Neuwirth, aka Josef, and M. Neuwirth - Moshe.

She adds a reproduction of the drawing which | show on the webpage (middle drawing).
There is thus no doubt that brothers attended the shelter minyan.

| tried to verify this known list of the 17 attendees she refers to (see full list at the end of this note),
but that is not on the bottom of the drawing, as she writes. It is not on the back, neither on the
drawing of the other Service, nor on a separate note. So for now the list is lost.

In Dutch, the letter Y isn’t used. Any Dutch person would write Yehoshua with a J, thus Jehoshua.
Thus, the Dutch, non-Jewish artist Anton Witsel, could very well have meant Jehoshua. Therefore,
whether J is Josef or Yehoshua cannot be determined.
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Mind that Yocheved managed to escape to Palestine in 1939, so this is not evidence from first hand.

By the way, there are some names on the back of this drawing, a.o. the name L.I. Palache. This is
incorrect, it should be I.L. Palache. Note also that the title on the second drawing is incorrect. It says
Rosh Hashanah, but it is Hoshana Rabbah. It thus seems that Witsel was not accurate in his
descriptions.

Sister Yirat Neuwirth

In an oral testimony found in the Lohamei Hagetaot archives, Yirat Neuwirth said (noted in the
protocol on page 15):

.70 0'NRN TNR 0'Y9Y7 ,11070 K7W 0Ynd L1070 K7W |amd 7ax..nod naan ...

...there was a synagogue...but of course we didn't go, we almost didn't go, sometimes one of the
brothers went.

Here too, there is no doubt that brothers, at least occasionally, attended the shelter minyan.

Elisheva Prins

In her memories NXI XAX TIV 17 W, Elishevan Abush-Prins writes on page 62:

JIN2WA N7'9N VAN NNBWN 7K NN NANMN N9IPN 70 Jwna

Throughout the entire war, the Neuwirth family had a Service on Shabbat.

The term “the Neuwirth family” is of course incorrect, but the location error indicates that family
was involved in the minyan.

Thus, the Neuwirth family was, at least to some extent, involved in the shelter minyan.

Henriétte Boas

In Habinjan, the journal of the Amsterdam Portuguese community of December 1984, Dr. Henriétte
Boas, historian and survivor, brings an interview she had with Mrs. L. Coutinho, the wife of the
organizer of the shelter minyan in their home. She writes:

... de synagogendiensten, die elke Sabbath-ochtend en tijdens de feestdagen werden gehouden ...
ook waren er steeds enkele dames aanwezig; in de eerste plaats zijzelf (JBS- mevrouw L Coutinho) en
de vrouw van Rabbiner Neuwirth van de Nieuwe Prinsengracht.

... the Services, which were held every Shabbat morning and during the holidays ... there were also
always a few ladies present; in the first place herself (JBS- Mrs. L. Coutinho) and the wife of Rabbiner
Neuwirth of the Nieuwe Prinsengracht.

Not related to the minyan itself, she writes that:

...mevrouw (JBS- Coutinho) teharoth verzorgde van overleden joodse vrouwen, later vooral samen
met mevrouw Neuwirth.

...Mrs. (JBS- Coutinho) organized Taharot (JBS- washing) for deceased Jewish women, later mainly
together with Mrs. Neuwirth.

From above testimony we see that even the mother of rabbi Neuwirth was involved and attended
the shelter minyan from time to time.
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Rabbi Neuwirth himself

In 2009 rabbi Neuwirth was interviewed by Mr. M. Aronson who produced the documentary
“Jiddisjkeit” with Lex Bolle handling direction and editing. Rabbi Neuwirth talked about the shelter
minyan. In the film, the following text is said: “de illegale diensten werden ook bezocht door rabbijn
Neuwirth ...”

the shelter Services were also attended by rabbi Neuwirth...” (JBS- rabbi Neuwirth here refers to
rabbi Aharon Neuwirth, the father of rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth). In this context a picture of rabbi
Aaharon Neuwirth is shown next to one of the persons drawn by Anton Witsel, sowing a remarkable
resemblance.

Rabbi Aharon Neuwirth Drawing Wistel

From this film we see another proof that the family was involved in the shelter minyan.

Conclusion

It leaves no doubt to me that rabbi Yehoshua Neuwirth was aware of, and possibly attended, the
shelter minyan at Salomon (Sal) Mendes Coutinho’s house. Why he left this out in his memoirs is a
question to me.

Acknowledgement:
e Mr. A de la Fuente for pointing me to the third edition of nn27n> Nnaw Ny,
e  Mr. D. Diamant for sharing various documents.

Where is written (JBS- ...) this is explanation added by me to a quote.
This is the list of the 17 attendees on the Hoshana Rabbah Service was attended by Ing. Dr.
Rodrigues de Miranda, J.de Rood, Salomon (Sal) Waas, D. Eitje, B. Italianer, B. Steinberger, J. Starus,

S. Maarsen, Dr.B. Stokvis, M. Huisman, S. Mendes Coutinho, Demant, Fucks, S.D. Cortissos, J.
Neuwirth, M. Neuwirth and Dr.J. Barth.

© JBS www.chazzanut-esnoga.org Amsterdam shelter synagogue and family Neuwirth-v3.docx v-07 Sep 2026




